
Knoxville,  Tennessee November 2019 Chartered in 1919   

The American Legion Post 2
If you have not been out to our new Post 
site located at 5700 Old Rutledge Pike, I 
urge you to do so!  We are making 
strides towards our new building and 
have started hosting a variety of activities 
out there. 

In October, we held a yard sale which, 
combined with our presence at the TN 
Valley Fair, netted over a $1000 for the 
building fund.  The Post also supported 
new member Norita Cruz, who 
sponsored the “Braids for the Brave”event.   

The Post also hosted the first annual 
“Beans and Boo’s”, a family fun “trunk or 
treat” activity combined with a chili cook off.  

November is ALWAYS a busy month for Post 2.  Kicking off the month, we have our annual 
Thanksgiving holiday meal on November 4th, provided by the Post 2 Auxiliary.   

The Veterans Appreciation luncheon hosted by the East Tennessee Military Affairs Council will 
be on Thursday, November 8 beginning at 11:30am. The Post has reserved a a table for the 
luncheon, and the cost is $30.00 per person.  This is the year of the Army, and the guest 
speaker will be Brigadier General Jimmy L. Cole, Jr.  If you would like to attend and sit with 
fellow Legion members, please contact Marty Everett.   

Post 2 members will be placing flags at the John Sevier Veterans Cemetery on Saturday, 
November 9th. in preparation for Veterans Day.  The flag placement will start with a short 
informational gathering at the pavilion beginning at 8:30am. Please bring tools (a long 
screwdriver, metal stake or drill with long bit to to assist with the placement of the flags. This 
is a rain or shine event.  

Finally, the Knoxville Veterans Day parade sponsored by the Post is on Monday, November 11th 
in downtown Knoxville..  We will need as many volunteers as possible to help with the set up 

NOVEMBER  
Post 2 Calendar of Events 

Unless noted, all events are held at the American Red 
Cross Building, 6921 Middlebrook Pike in Knoxville

4th Thanks giving Dinner ($8 per person) Begins at 
6pm, with business meeting beginning  at 7pm. 

8th ETMAC Veterans Appreciation Luncheon.  
See Marty Everett for details

9th Flag Placement at John Sevier Veterans Cemetery 
beginning at 8:30am 

11th Knoxville Veterans Day Parade!

25th Executive Committee Meeting
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NOVEMBER IS A GREAT MONTH 
TO CONSIDER REPLACING YOUR 

AMERICAN FLAG!  
Please donate your old and worn 

American flags - and help the South Doyle High 
School JROTC set a new world flag retirement 

ceremony record! 

Flags may be dropped off at any of the eight Dignity Memorial 
Funeral homes, the Knox County Veterans Service Office, the 

Knox County South Senior Center, the UT Army ROTC office, or 
bring them to the next Legion event!

and operations of the parade,  including helping traffic, and lining up the parade participants. 
entries.  If you are unable to attend the parade, remember that it will be be shown live on both 
WATE and WBIR TV.   

We continue to make advancements weekly with our building committee - If you have names of 
business owners, employees or friends who may be a potential donor, or may be able to provide 
in kind services or products,  please pass along that information to the Fundraising Committee 
Chair Edward Lumsdaine  

The Post cannot serve the community without the support of our members. Remember that a 
pledge of $15 per month for 24 months will be a donation of $360.  And if 350 members are 
willing pledge this amount it will equal $126,000!  Think about it - especially if you are unable to 
attend post meetings, or participate in activities, this is how you can make a difference! 

Finally, recent legislation has allowed veterans who previously were unable to join the American 
Legion to become members.  So consider inviting a fellow veteran to enjoy our Thanksgiving 
meal and learn more about Post 2!  

We have a lot going on - so please check out the calendar of events on the updated website and 
see how you can get involved!  
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER Post 2 Chaplain Steve Sword

I was recently at an event where thirty individuals graduated from an intense drug 
addiction treatment program.  Each person had been dealing with years of 
substance abuse that was destroying their lives.  One of the graduates of the 
program addressed the group to share his experience.  I’ll never forget something 
he said.  He told us that he had learned that the key to his success consisted of 
10% of what he did and of 90% how he reacted to what happened in his life. 

I think this is wise advice for all of us.  Life is full of trouble beyond our control.  
Scripture confirms repeatedly that this world is fallen.  We are sure to encounter 
turmoil and persecution.  It can’t be avoided.  The key is how we react to it.  Do 
we try to hide ourselves away?  Do we get angry and charge windmills?  Do we 
put on blinders and ignore problems? 

I suggest the best course, the only good course, is to respond in accordance with 
God’s wisdom.  Jesus stated, “ I have said these things to you, that in me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.”  John 16:33  Romans 8:23 says, “And we know that for 
those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.”  Many other verses call us to trust in God and walk 
without fear through this world.  

Once we understand that the things that are beyond our control are not beyond 
God’s control, our reactions to the world change completely.  We are no longer 
tossed about like that waves in a storm.  The inner assurance of God’s love and 
ultimate triumph over evil permits us to treat those who persecute us with love 
and accept the pain in our lives with the knowledge that it is not final. 

With our trust in God, our reactions to life’s events can be marked by peace and 
positive action rather than anxiety and poor choices.  I’m glad this recovering 
addict helped me to understand that a little better. 

THE KNOXVILLE VETERANS DAY PARADE IS 
ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH  

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND - YOU MAY 
WATCH IT LIVE ON EITHER WBIR OR WATE 

TELEVISION BEGINNING AT 11AM



The first annual “Beans & Boos” trunk or treat and chili cook 
off community event was held on Sunday, October 27th at 
the new Post 2 pavilion.   

The weather held and dozens of tiny princesses, superheroes 
and more costumed youngsters enjoyed the creative vehicle 
decorations and candy provided by Post 2 members.  

A special thank you goes to 
Norita Cruz, Dan Chipman 
and Commander Mike 
Testerman for organizing the event, and to 
those Post 2 members who came out to 
support the activity by either providing chili or/
or decorating their vehicles for the kids and 
parents!

BEANS & BOO’S A SUCCESS



AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Dan Chipman, Rider Director

Dan Chipman, Squadron Commander

The Sons of the Legion hosted their annual Fall Turkey Shoot on October 12 & 13th with a 
successful event and a good time had by all.   

Over the two day event, Post member Chris Robinson bested more than a dozen shooters to 
win the long shot competition, while more than twenty five shooters vied for hams, turkeys or 
bacon slabs, which were distributed to winners of each round. 

Please remember that SAL will be taking a break for the holidays and will meet again in 
January 2020.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

While the weather has definitely turned cooler, the Riders are still active -  but remember they will 
be not be holding formal meetings during the holidays months of November and December.  

On behalf of the ALR, Director Dan Chipman presented a $500 check to 
Post Commander Mike Testerman at the October Post meeting .  This 
donation to the building fund was from the proceeds of the annual Post 

Everlasting Memorial Ride, held each August.  

The members of the ALR hosted a joint cookout 
with the members of the Sons of the Legion to 
celebrate the end of summer. Thanks goes to Josh Plane for again 
providing wonderful BBQ, and to Don & Vickie Plane for their hospitality! 

THE POST 2 AUXILIARY WILL BE PROVIDING THE 
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING MEAL.   

MENU WILL INCLUDE TURKEY, DRESSING, MASHED POTATOES WITH 
GRAVY, VEGETABLES, DINNER ROLLS AND A VARIETY OF DESSERTS! 

BRING A FAMILY MEMBER OR FELLOW VETERAN!



Free flu shots  
to VA-enrolled veterans*  

For veterans enrolled in the VA health care system,  
getting a flu shot at Walgreens or Duane Reade is easy 

Be a Flu Fighter today 
1. Fill out the flu vaccination form below. 

2. Bring the completed form, your VA ID card and a photo ID to your neighborhood Walgreens  
or Duane Reade location. 

3. Walgreens or Duane Reade will automatically update your VA electronic health record in the  
VA health care system. 

No-cost flu shots are for quadrivalent flu vaccine only. 

Walgreens pharmacist: Information below must be completed prior to receiving your shot. 
• Only veterans enrolled in the VA health care 

Name: system are eligible. Family members  
and Tricare members are NOT eligible. 

Date of birth:  ZIP code: 
• Verify information by checking VA ID card  

Plan ID: VAFLU and a photo ID. 

• Use the Social Security number in the  
Recipient # (Social Security number): Recipient # field. 

Patients will also be asked to complete a vaccine consent form at time of service. • This voucher is for quadrivalent vaccine only. 

To find a location near you, call 800-WALGREENS (800-925-4733) 
or visit Walgreens.com/FindAStore 

For questions or more information about the program, call 866-964-1812 or go to 
www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/immunization.asp 

* This wellness benefit is only for veterans enrolled in the VA health care system. Family members 
and Tricare members are not eligible. No-cost flu shot option is for quadrivalent vaccine only, 
available now through March 31, 2020. Vaccines subject to availability. State-, age- and  
health-related restrictions may apply. Vaccine may be in limited supply after March 1, 2020.  
This does not constitute an endorsement of Walgreens or Walgreens products. Patients will also 
be asked to complete a vaccine consent form at time of service.  

1075341-7495 | ©2019 Walgreen Co. All rights reserved. 



The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for National Service) was 
signed by President Donald Trump on July 30th and declares the United States has been 
in a state of war since Dec. 7, 1941.  

The American Legion’s eligibility criteria immediately changes from seven war eras 
to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by 
the federal government. No other restrictions to American Legion membership are 
changed. 

Under the new law, any honorably discharged veteran who has served 
since Dec. 7, 1941, may join the American Legion, meaning military 

veterans who served in what were previously considered periods of 
peacetime between wars are now eligible for membership. 

Because the American Legion’s membership periods are congressionally chartered, the 
American Legion was prevented from expanding membership eligibility without an act of 
Congress.  This act expands membership eligibility to honorably discharged veterans who 
have served in unrecognized times of war since World War II. 

This change expands membership eligibility in the American Legion Family, and until new 
membership applications are being created, prospective members can write “other 
conflicts” in the eligibility date section of existing applications. 

LEGION ACT EXPANDS 
LEGION MEMBERSHIP 

ELIGIBILITY

THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO INVITE A 
FELLOW VETERAN WHO PREVIOUSLY MAY NOT 
HAVE BEEN ELIGIBLE TO JOIN THE AMERICAN 

LEGION TO A POST 2 ACTIVITY!



FOLLOW POST 2 
ACTIVITIES AND 

EVENTS ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA -  

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER 
AND INSTAGRAM! 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEB PAGE!

American Legion Members 
continue to out be in the 

community proving information 
and recruiting during the recent 
Veterans Picnic hosted by the 
Vietnam Veterans of America.

https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/
https://twitter.com/Post2AmericanL1?s=03
https://www.instagram.com/alpost2tn/?hl=en
http://www.legionknox.com
https://www.facebook.com/Post2Knoxville/
https://twitter.com/Post2AmericanL1?s=03
https://www.instagram.com/alpost2tn/?hl=en
http://www.legionknox.com


SUPPORT THE LEGION BUILDING 
FUND WITH A T-SHIRT PURCHASE

$15 PER SHIRT 
SIZES AVAILABLE

M - 4X
LADIES V NECK STYLE AVAILABLE

ALL PROCEEDS 
BENEFIT THE 

POST 2 BUILDING 
FUND 

A Century of Service 1919-2019
American Legion Post 2 American legion

Post 2
knoxville, Tn

Gildan 5000 / Navy Blue with yellow print front and back :: 24 pcs @ $7.00/ea

A Century of Service 1919-2019
American Legion Post 2 American legion

Post 2
knoxville, Tn

Gildan 5000 / Navy Blue with yellow print front and back :: 24 pcs @ $7.00/ea

SHIRTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL POST EVENTS 

TO ORDER OR FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

COMMANDER@LEGIONKNOX.COM
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